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October 26, 2016 
 

Rotary Clubs Partner to Raise Awareness About Addiction 
 

WINCHESTER – Area Rotary Clubs are joining forces with the Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Substance Abuse Coalition (NSVSAC) to put a spotlight on substance use and addiction.  
October is Substance Abuse Awareness Month and a number of outreach efforts are being rolled 
out this week.  Local Rotarians and Interact Club students have worked to post the attached flier 
throughout the community. 

The flier features Nick and Kathy Crettier and their six-year-
old granddaughter Melina holding a picture of their son, Alex 
Crettier, who died in 2012 from a heroin overdose.  Alex’s 
death was the only reported overdose death in the Winchester 
area that year.  He was 25 years old.  The flier also highlights 
roadtorecovery.info, a website that serves as a centralized 
source for addiction resources in the Northern Shenandoah 
Valley. 
 
In addition, Valley Health System created a video called 
Voices of Addiction featuring five individuals in recovery 
sharing their stories.  The video can be found on the 
roadtorecovery.info website and on the NSVSAC’s Facebook 
page.  The individuals in recovery also share on the website 
what they know now, that they wish they would have known 

when they were in the throes of addiction.   
 
On Thursday, October 27th at Noon, during the Rotary Club of Winchester’s weekly meeting, 
Pastor Brad Hill, who is in recovery, will speak about how addiction has impacted his life and 
what he is doing now to help others who are struggling with the disease.  A Northwest Regional 
Adult Drug Treatment Court participant who is more than 70 days clean will also be introduced 
at the meeting. 
 
As part of the outreach week the Interact Clubs at Handley and James Wood High Schools 
created Drug Addiction Awareness Week at their schools from October 24 – October 28th.  The 
students are sharing facts about drugs through posters, announcements, and on social media 
throughout the week.  Each day a song by a famous artist who died due to their drug addiction is 
played in school. 
 
“Addiction has no boundaries.  It affects us all.  The Area One Rotary Clubs are proud to support 
the Coalition’s efforts in the fight against substance abuse and addiction,” says Winchester 
Rotary Club President Scott Arthur.   

“The current drug epidemic is a community problem which causes both death and destruction of 
the family unit.  The area Rotary Clubs (Winchester, Frederick, Clarke, Front Royal, Warren  
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County) have decided to use its resources and that of our Interact Clubs to become a community 
partner with the Coalition,” says Don Butler who is the chairman of the Winchester Rotary 
Club’s newly formed Addiction Crisis Team (ACT). 

In addition to the support from the Rotary clubs, Loudoun Mutual Insurance Company provided 
the funds to print the awareness fliers.  
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