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Task Force Warns of Dangerous Designer Drug
WINCHESTER – An overdose in Winchester is being linked to “Smarties” candies laced with a
synthetic compound similar to LSD. On Tuesday, September 22nd officers with the Winchester Police
Department responded to the 400 block of North Loudoun Street for an unconscious female suffering from an
apparent overdose. Agents with the Northwest Virginia Regional Drug Task Force responded to assist with the
investigation. It was determined that the female hadn’t overdosed on a drug commonly seen in our area. Based
on the information obtained through the investigation, the drug in question is believed to be 25I-NBOMe,
commonly referred to as 25I. The Task Force is warning residents of the dangers of the hallucinogenic drug. It
appears that the drug had been applied to rolls of “Smarties” candies with no one piece of candy receiving the
same amount of the drug. The candies that had been tampered with contained a dark colored wet stain.
This is the first drug-laced candy that the Task Force has investigated in our region.
The effects of a hallucinogenic drug include seizures, unconsciousness, sweating, elevated heart rate, swelling
of the brain, and death. The effects of the drug can vary from person to person and can be unpredictable, even
with the same person taking the same dose at different times.
Law enforcement does not believe, at this time, that these candies laced with 25I are being sold locally through
legitimate retailers. Instead, they are being purchased online. There is also no reason to believe that these
candies, laced with the drug are being handed out to individuals.
This chemical component, along with 25C and 25B are federally controlled substances. Any person charged
with manufacturing, distributing, selling or marketing this drug will be charged with a felony.
Anyone who encounters this drug is asked to contact law enforcement or call the Crime Solvers HOTLINE at
540-662-4131.
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